
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Literary Analysis 4: Writing the Literary Essay 
 
Unit Designers: English Dept. 
 
Level(s): Grade 10 

 
Time Span: 6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
After reading, analyzing, and evaluating texts, students will write formal essays that explore the features 
of literary texts.  This unit reinforces and builds upon skills learned in previous literary analysis and 
writing units. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
Reading 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the 
text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over 
the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the 
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, 
or surprise. 

 
Writing 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a.  Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
b.  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and 
concerns. 
c.  Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
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d.  Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e.  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.  
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a.  Use parallel structure. 
b.  Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) 
and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add 
variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a.  Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent 
clauses. 
b.  Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.  
c.  Spell correctly. 
 

 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

Know basic features of literary texts (covered in Literary Analysis Units 1-3 in the LHS ELA 
curriculum) 
Know what a thesis is 

 
 Skills: 

Able to write and organize a basic essay 
Able to read for literal comprehension 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
Well-written essays utilize relevant details and evidence to support the author’s claims. 
Command of standard English conventions is important to effective communication. 
Revision is an important step in the writing process. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How do writers use textual evidence to support their claims? 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

Know that well-written essays utilize relevant details and evidence to support the author’s claims 
Know that revision is an important step in the writing process 

 
 Skills: 
 Write essays that utilize relevant details and evidence to support their claims 

Develop and strengthen their writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach 
 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings? 
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Students will write essays that explore features of literary texts. 
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Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Briefly review appropriate literary features. 
Read, analyze, and evaluate teacher-selected novels. 
Write essays that explore features of literary texts.   
Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach to develop and strengthen writing. 

  
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Students can write additional essays in response to more sophisticated prompts. 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement? 
Word-processing or Google Docs 
Blogs/online discussion forums (optional) 

 
Instructional Resources: 
Exemplars 
Teacher-generated materials 
Teacher-selected novels 
 
 
 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
 

Literary Analysis Essay 


